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Summertime with Canvas 

This set of updates is for those who would like to 
start tinkering with Canvas. You will find “top five” 
lists of items that will help you dig deeper into the 
new digital learning environment. (Who has time for 
a top ten when the weather is so nice?) At the end, 
you will find ways to get help with questions that go 
beyond these top five lists. 

Top five design features of Canvas 

1. Flat design: Rather than clicking around – as 
in D2L – Canvas puts a lot of information at 
your fingertips.  

2. Two navigation bars: The global navigation 
bar allows access to resources that span 
courses while the course navigation bar 
facilitates access within a class.  

3. Calendar: Use the calendar to view all events 
and assignments across all courses. Also, let 
students signup for office hours with the 
built-in scheduler.  

4. Course homepage has announcements, 
modules, and a to-do list. These items are 
fixed.   

5. Mobile-friendly teacher app: including access 
to SpeedGrader. (There is also a Canvas 
Student app.) 

Top five hidden gems in Canvas 

1. Instructors can add peer review to 
“Assignments” and “Discussions.”  

2. Students and instructors can share 
documents using Office 365 (similar to 
Google docs). As a side benefit, students can 
submit homework from Office 365.  

3. You can create pages with tabs. This is handy 
for grouping similar pages together into one 
page.  

4. The beta version of quizzes – found under the 
“Assignments” page – has a lot of interesting 
question types and it allows instructors to 
give partial credit.  

5. Instructors can control access to items – 
readings, quizzes, discussions – in the “edit 
module settings” menu.  

Top five “Coming Attractions” with 
Canvas 

1. TurnItIn: TurnItIn checks for plagiarism by 
comparing student work against a nation-
wide database of student submissions. It also 
checks student work against popular 
journals, etc.  

2. Blackboard Collaborate: Web-conferencing 
tool, currently available in the “external tools” 
area of D2L.  

3. Kaltura: YouTube-like service for creating, 
storing, and hosting videos.  

4. More “Apps” in the “settings” area  

5. Check to see if the third-party tool you need is 
in the queue for addition to Canvas.  

Top five differences between D2L and 
Canvas 

1. Canvas automatically creates gradebook 
items when you create an assignment.  

2. Better group work capabilities  

3. Students will not have access to the classlist. 
There is a FERPA-violating glitch with the 
People tab in Canvas. Instructors will be able 
to see this page, but students will not. The 
main problem is that instructors will not be 
able to do groups where students sign up 
themselves. All other types of groups will be 
available. Hopefully, this will change within 
the next couple semesters.  

4. Twenty-four-hour help: Instructors: 1 (833) 
811-3206, Students: 1 (833) 811-3205  

5. Instructors will not be able to change the 
navigation bar or homepage for their courses, 
at least during the transition period. 
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Where and when to get help 

• The Center for the Advancement of Teaching 
and Learning is offering face-to-face training 
every Tuesday at 10am in IS 1004. 

• The Center also offers web-based training 
every Thursday at 10am in Blackboard 
Collaborate. (Click link to join web-
conference.) 

• You may schedule a one-on-one consultation 
with a member of the CATL staff. (Follow the 
link to request a session.) 

• Finally, you may call the Canvas 24-hour 
helpline 1(833) 811-3206. 

 
Frequently asked questions 

Do I have to use Canvas in the Fall? 

No. D2L will be available through the 2018-19 
Academic Year. Starting in Fall 2019, Canvas will be 
the only digital learning environment available from 
UW-System. 

How long will it take to set up my course in Canvas? 

That depends on how complicated your course is. 
Generally speaking, most items transfer pretty well 
between D2L and Canvas. Also, the transition can be 
a good time to clean up a course, just as moving 
houses can be a chance to declutter one’s life. (Even 
though that sounds like double-speak, it’s true.) 

How can I teach in Canvas in the Fall? 

Email the Center for the Advancement of Teaching 
and Learning (catl@uwgb.edu) and we will put you 
on the early adopters list. 

How do I log into Canvas? 

You can access the Canvas login page at: 
www.uwgb.edu/dle or you can go to 
https://uwgby.instructure.com.  
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